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Abstact 
The sayings Prophet Muḥmmad صلى الله عليه وسلم are among the basic sources of Islām as a 
religion. To save them from alterations Allāh has bestowed the knowledge of 
“Jarḥ wa Ta’dīl” through Scholars and Muḥaddithīn. With the help of this 
knowledge, a hard effort has been made to secure the Aḥāadīth of Prophet 
Muḥmmad صلى الله عليه وسلم from fabricators and falsifiers. In this knowledge, not only the 
biography of narrators but also the status of knowledge of ḥadīth has been 
recorded. Imām Bukhārī is one among such well reputed scholars. That is why 
his Al Tārīikh Al Kabīr has a grandeur in the knowledge of Jarḥ wa Ta’dīl. 
While investigating the validity of the narrators, Imām Bukhārī has, 
sometimes, used the term “Laysa Bilqawiyyi”. What has been his motive from 
this term? Does he mean too weak or mere weak from it? Have other 
investigators used it in examination? Whether other investigators mean too 
weak or just weak from it? An effort has been made in this treatise to answer 
the above mentioned questions.  
Keywords: Al Tārīkh Al Kabīr, Imām Bukhārī, Lafẓi Jarḥ, Laysa Bilqawiyyi. 
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Laysa Bilqawiyyi :بالقوي لیس   
The word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" is counted in the words of evaluation the narrators of Ḥadīth. 

As this word is used for discrediting and validating for narrators by Imām Bukhārī, it is also 

used by other Imāms as well. 

Imām Dhahabī has mentioned the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" at the fifth place in the 

ranks of discrediting (Jarḥ) of narrators.1 

Imām Irāqī, while describing the ranks of discrediting of narrators of Ḥadīth, has 

mentioned the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" in the fifth position. 2 

Imām Sakhāwῑ, while describing the ranks of discrediting the narrators of Ḥadīth, 
has mentioned the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" in the sixth position.3 

The status of the word of evaluation "Laysa Bilqawiyyi"  

According to all the Imāms, the word of discrediting the narrators of Ḥadīth "Laysa 

Bilqawiyyi" is the last in the category of evaluation. That is, according to all the Imāms, it is 

considered a soft word of discrediting. 

According to Imām Bukhārī, the word for discrediting "Laysa Bilqawiyyi": 

Imām Bukhārī has also used while talking about the narrators in Al Tārῑkh al Kabῑr this 

word of Jarḥ "Laysa Bilqawiyyi". Now what does he mean by this? Is this discrediting is 

counted a severe discrediting or soft one? Imām Dhahabī says about it: 

 4”البخاري قد يطلق على الشيخ: ليس �لقوي، ويريد أنه: ضعيف“

Bukhārī says about the narrator of Ḥadīth:"Laysa Bilqawiyyi " and he means that he 

is: Ḍa´ῑf. That is, it indicates that the narrator is Ḍa´ῑf, and the tone of “Jarḥ ” is 

considered the soft and slight one. 

The opinions of other Imāms of Ḥadīth regarding the evaluation of disapproved 

narrators by the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" in Tārῑkh al Kabῑr: 

In Tārῑkh al Kabῑr, the number of the narrations in which the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" has 
been mentioned is thirteen. Now let's look at some of these narrators in the light of the 
sayings of other Imāms, what is their opinion about them? Is their discrediting is counted a 
severe one or soft Jarḥ? From which Imam Bukhari's word, Laysa Bilqawiyyi's intention 
will be also disclosed that the word Jarḥ has been used for soft method or sever one?  

1. Muḥmmad Bin Jābir (�� � �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “5 ”لیس بالقوى 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 6 لیس بشيء  . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: ضعیف
 7  . (Soft Jarḥ). 
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 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 8 ضعیف  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said:  9 حفظھ وكان یلقنذھب كتبھ في آخر عمره وساء  . (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 10 ساقط الحدیث عند أھل العلم  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: 11كان أعمى یلحق في كتبھ ما لیس من حدیثھ ویسرق ما ذوكر بھ فیحدث بھ  . 

(Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said: 12 ضعیف . (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 13 ضعیف  . (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 14 سىء الحفظ ، قال أبو حاتم : ھو أحب إلى من ابن لھیعة  . (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 15  صدوق ذھبت كتبھ فساء حفظھ و خلط كثیرا ، و عمى فصار یلقن ، ورجحھ أبو حاتم

على ابن لھیعة
  . (Soft Jarḥ).  

2. Baḥr bin Kanῑz (� � �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس عندھم بقوي” 
16

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 
 Imām Ibn Sa´ad said:  17  .(Soft Jarḥ) .  كان ضعیفاً 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said:  18  .(Severe Jarḥ) .  لیس بشيء 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said:  19  .(Severe Jarḥ) .  متروك الحدیث 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said:  20   .(Soft Jarḥ) .  ضعیف 

 Imām ´Aqῑlῑ has counted him among the weak narrators. 21 . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said:  22  .(Severe Jarḥ) . كان ممن فحش خطؤه ، و كثر وھمھ حتى استحق الترك 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 23  مضطربة ویخالف الناس في أسانیدھا ومتونھا والضعف على حدیثھ بینكل روایاتھ . 

(Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said:  24 كمترو  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 25 لیس بشيء في الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 26 تركوه  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 27 ضعیف  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

3. Ḥibān bin ’Alī (� � ن�) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
28

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Sa´ad said: 29 كان حبان ضعیفا في الحدیث. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 30 لیس حدیثھ بشيء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: صدوق جائز الحدیث
 31  (Praise / Ta’dīl). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 32 ضعیف  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 33 یكتب حدیثھ ولا یحتج بھ  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: نیل
34  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said:  35 أمرهفاحش الخطأ فیما یروي یجب التوقف في  . (Severe Jarḥ). 
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 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said:36  لحبان بن علي أحادیث صالحة وعامة حدیثھ إفرادات وغرائب، وھو ممن یحتمل حدیثھ

 .(Soft Jarḥ) .ویكتب

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said: ضعیف
 37  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 38 صالح لین الحدیث  (Praise / Ta’dīl).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 39 ضعیف، و كان لھ فقھ و فضل  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

4. Ḥusām bin Miṣak (��� � م�) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
40

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Sa´ad said: 41 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said:  42 بشيءلیس حدیثھ  . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām jūzjānῑ said: 43 فیضع  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 44 فیضع  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 45 لیس بقوي، یكتب حدیثھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 46 ثیمنکر الحد . (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 47 وهو إلى الضعف أقرب منه إلى الصدق  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ has counted him among the weak narrators48. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 49 متروك الحدیث  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 50 ضعیف یكاد أن یترك  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

5. Sa´ῑd bin Zarbῑ (زر� � �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بقوى” 
51

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 52 لیس بشيء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Dāwwd said: 53 ضعیف  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: لیس بثقة
 54  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said:  رالحدیث، منكر الحدیث، عنده عجائب من المناكیضعیف
 55  . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Aqῑlῑ has counted him among the weak narrators  56 . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: كان ممن یروي المضوعات عن الأثبات على قلة روایتھ
 57  . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said: 58 متروك  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 59 سعید لیس بشيء في الحدیث  . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 60 ضعفوه . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: منکر الحدیث
 61 . (Soft Jarḥ). 
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6. Sulaymān bin Yasῑr (� � ن�) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “ عندھملیس بالقوي  ” 62 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 63 لیس بشيء  . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Aḥmad bin Ḥambal said: 64 لیس یسوى شیئا في الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: 65 ثیف الحدیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 66 متروك الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 67 ضعیف الحدیث لیس بمتروك. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 68 ثیمنکر الحد . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 69 ھو إلى الضعف أقرب منھ إلى الصدق. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ has counted him among the weak narrators70. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 71 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 72 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

7. Suhayl bim Mihrān / Suhayl bin Abῑ Ḥazam (ان / � � ا� �م� � �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
73

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Aḥmad bin Ḥambal said: 74 ما أرى بھ بأسا.  (Praise / Ta’dīl). 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: 75 ثقة. Praise / Ta’dīl. 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 76 لیس بالقوي. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 77 لیس بالقوي یكتب حدیثھ ولا یحتج بھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Shāhῑn said: 78 صالح. (Praise / Ta’dīl).  

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 79 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 80 لیس بالقوي. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 81 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

8. Ṭarῑf bin Shahāb (ب� � ��) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “ لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
82

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 83 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Aḥmad bin Ḥambal said: 84 لیس بشيء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Dāwūd said: 85 الحدیث ھيوا . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 86 متروك الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ). 
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 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 87  بقوىضعیف الحدیث لیس . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said: 88 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 89 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 90 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 91 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

9. ´Abd al ´Azῑ bin Ḥuṣayn (� � ا�� �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “92 ”لیس بالقوي عندھم 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 93 ف الحدیثیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Muslim said: 94 الحدیث ھبذا . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 95 متروك الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 96  الحدیثلیس بقوي منكر . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 97 لا یكتب حدیثھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 98 بین الضعف فیما یرویھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Qaysarānῑ said: 99 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 100 واه. (Severe Jarḥ). 

10. ´Abd al Ghaffār (ا�ر �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
101

 

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 102 لیس بشيء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Madῑnῑ said: 103 كان یضع الحدیث. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 104 ثیالحد كمترو . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 105 ثیالحد كمترو . (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 106 نیل . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: 107 لا یجوز الاحتجاج بھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 108 یكتب حدیثھ مع ضعفھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ said: 109 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 110 تركوه. (Severe Jarḥ).  

11. ´Abd al Malik bin Ḥusayn (� � ا� �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “111 ”لیس بالقوي عندھم  

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 
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 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 112 لیس بشيء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām jūzjānῑ said: 113 متروك. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 114 ثیالحد كمترو . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 115 ثیف الحدیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 116 ثیف الحدیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: 117 لا یجوز الاحتجاج بھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 118 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 119 متروك. (Severe Jarḥ). 

12. ´Amar bin Thābit (�� � و�) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “120 ”لیس بالقوي عندھم  

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām Ibn Mu´ῑn said: 121 لیس بثقة ولا مأمون. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: 122  التشیع غال فیھ واھي الحدیثشدید . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Muslim said: 123 ثیف الحدیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Dāwūd said: 124 كان رجل سوء. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 125 ثیالحد كمترو . (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 126 ضعیف الحدیث یكتب حدیثھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Zur´ah said: 127 ضعیف الحدیث. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: 128 كان ممن یروي الموضوعات. (Severe Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 129 الضعف على روایاتھ بین. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Dār Quṭnῑ has counted him among the weak narrators130. (Soft Jarḥ).  

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 131 متروك. (Severe Jarḥ).  

 Imām Ibn Ḥajar said: 132 ضعیف. (Soft Jarḥ). 

13. Quṭub bin ´Allā‚ (ء� � �) 

The Jarḥ of Imām Bukhārῑ : “لیس بالقوي عندھم” 
133

  

The Jarḥ of other Imāms and critics: 

 Imām ´Ajalῑ said: 134  في قصة الجمل ولم تطب نفسي أن أكتب عنھ لأنھ كان یحدث عن أبیھ حدیثا طویلا

 .(Soft Jarḥ) .كان على شرط الكوفة وكان أبوه ثقة

 Imām Nisā‚ῑ said: 135 فیضع . (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām ´Aqῑlῑ said: 136 لا یتابع على حدیثھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Abū Ḥātam said: 137 شیخ یكتب حدیثھ ولا یحتج بھ. (Soft Jarḥ). 
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 Imām Ibn Ḥibān said: 138 كان ممن یخطىء كثیرا. (Soft Jarḥ). 

 Imām Ibn ´Adῑ said: 139 أرجو أنھ لا بأس بھ. (Praise / Ta’dīl).  

 Imām Ibn Shāhῑn said: 140 ثقة. (Praise / Ta’dīl).  

 Imām Dhahabῑ said: 141 نیل . (Soft Jarḥ). 

Summary of Discussion 

It is clear enough after knowing the opinions of other Imāms of Ḥadīth regarding the 

evaluation of disapproved narrators by the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" in Tārῑkh al Kabῑr that 

Imām Bukhārī uses the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" about the narrator of Ḥadīth: and he means 

that the narrator is: Ḍa´ῑf. That indicates that the “Jarḥ” is slight and soft one. As Imām 

Dhahabi says: 

 ”البخاري قد يطلق على الشيخ: ليس �لقوي، ويريد أنه: ضعيف“

Bukhārī says about the narrator of Ḥadīth: "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" and he means that he 

is: Ḍa´ῑf. That is, it indicates that the narrator is Ḍa´ῑf, and the “Jarḥ” is considered the slight 

one. Because the narrators that Imām Bukhārī has said about them "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" in 

Tārῑkh al Kabῑr, are all those about whom the other Imāms and critics used soft and slight 

tone of “Jarḥ”. So these narrations are not unobjectionable and “Matrūk”in their opinion, but 

their narration is acceptable in Ḥadīth. 

Findings: 

1. The word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" is one of the words of "Jarḥ" and it is also used by 

other Imāms including Imām Bukhārī. 

2. Imām Dhahabī and Imām Irāqῑ have mentioned the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" at the 

fifth place while Imām Sakhāwῑ has placed it in sixth in the ranks of discrediting 

(Jarḥ) of narrators.  

3. According to all other Imāms, the word of discrediting the narrators of Ḥadīth. 

"Laysa Bilqawiyyi" is the last in the category of evaluation. That is considered a soft 

and slight word of discrediting in their opinion. 

4. According Imām Dhahabī: Imām Bukhārī says about the narrator of Ḥadīth: "Laysa 

Bilqawiyyi" and he means that he is: Ḍa´ῑf. That indicates that the narrator is Ḍa´ῑf, 

and the tone of “Jarḥ” is considered the soft and slight one. 
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5. The number of the narrators about whom the word "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" has been 

used in Tārῑkh al Kabῑr, is thirteen. 

6. It is clear enough after knowing the opinions of other Imāms of Ḥadīth that when 

Imām Bukhārī says about the narrator of Ḥadīth: "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" he means that 

the narrator is: Ḍa´ῑf as Imām Dhahabī said: because all other Imāms and critics who 

used "Laysa Bilqawiyyi" about the narrators are not unobjectionable and “Matrūk” 

in their opinion, but their narration is acceptable in Ḥadīth. 
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